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passed a historic piece of bipartisan 
legislation that will put an end to the 
flawed Medicare sustainable growth 
rate, the so-called doc fix, and extend 
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram. 

For more than a decade, Congress has 
used a bandaid to address the sustain-
able growth rate, rather than offering 
permanent reforms. Having served in a 
nonprofit health care setting for nearly 
three decades, I experienced firsthand 
the uncertainty and the anxiety that 
patients and their providers experi-
enced annually, wondering if draconian 
cuts to reimbursements would occur. 
This bipartisan, permanent solution 
will replace the sustainable growth 
rate with a more stable system that 
will ensure our seniors do not lose ac-
cess to their healthcare providers. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is by no 
means perfect, but it is a move in the 
right direction for children, seniors, 
and our medical providers. 

f 

VOTING RIGHTS 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we just 
passed a bipartisan bill that addressed 
an issue, as the previous speaker said, 
that needed to be addressed. 

Yesterday, Mr. Speaker, the Supreme 
Court handed down a decision in Ala-
bama Legislative Black Caucus v. Ala-
bama which ought to give every Mem-
ber pause regarding the position that 
Federal voting protections are no 
longer needed to ensure that all Ameri-
cans can register and vote. 

The Court found that Alabama legis-
lators may have drawn congressional 
districts after the last census in a man-
ner that diluted the voting strength of 
African American citizens. The Court 
raised disturbing questions, Mr. Speak-
er, about how African Americans are 
represented in Alabama’s congressional 
districts and returned the case to a 
lower court for further consideration. 

Mr. Speaker, we are a nation that 
prides itself on its unflinching willing-
ness to confront its sins of segregation 
and voter suppression that kept mil-
lions of Americans from participating 
equally for generations. 

On the same day the Court ruled, we 
marked the 50th anniversary of the 
Selma marchers finally reaching Mont-
gomery. Such anniversaries are re-
minders of how much—or how little 
progress—we have made to realize the 
principles and rights embodied in our 
Constitution. 

With that in mind, Mr. Speaker, I 
urge us to proceed, as we did today, in 
a bipartisan fashion to restore the Vot-
ing Rights Act to its full force and ef-
fect to protect all Americans. And I 
urge my colleagues to work together to 
bring the bipartisan Voting Rights 
Amendment Act to the floor and re-
store the full power of the Voting 
Rights Act without delay. 

We acted in a bipartisan fashion 
today. Let’s do it tomorrow on the Vot-
ing Rights Act. 

f 

BRAIN AWARENESS WEEK 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of Brain Awareness Week. 

Last week, neuroscientists from 
around the world reached out to stu-
dents and the public with educational 
activities that helped illustrate the 
wonders of the human brain. Since 
1996, organizations around the world 
have come together during Brain 
Awareness Week to inform us about 
brain research and brain awareness, 
about brain disorders and diseases that 
affect nearly 100 million Americans. 

The National Science Foundation has 
supported a number of projects that 
have led to discoveries in neuroscience. 
These projects include gene editing 
that allows scientists to understand 
the biological origins of complex brain 
disorders and provide new potential 
treatments. On another front, increas-
ing the resolution of optical micro-
scopes has allowed scientists to view 
the brain in more detail and helped 
them understand Alzheimer’s and Par-
kinson’s disease. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting Brain Awareness Week and 
to support researchers in their own dis-
tricts who are working to improve pub-
lic health worldwide. 

f 

HEALTH CARE IN AMERICA 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, we 
just witnessed an opportunity that 
should not be singular, and that is the 
coming together of Members of the 
United States Congress to address 
some very important issues. 

I have already spoken on the impor-
tance of providing for the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program that this 
legislation, H.R. 2, has provided for and 
securing Medicare for our seniors and 
ensuring funding for our federally 
qualified health clinics, the very clin-
ics that I advocated for so many years 
ago. And we have seen a growth in 
them. The ones that are in my congres-
sional district, they opened their doors 
to low-income and those without insur-
ance in years past. 

We are trying to get in front of the 
issue and the crisis of health care in 
America. But I want to make sure that 
as we pass this legislation, we do not 
forget physician-owned hospitals, 
which are prevalent in the State of 
Texas, and there are many in my 
neighborhood. These are doctors who 
have sacrificed to open the doors of 
hospitals in low-income areas. It is im-
portant for CMS to make sure that 
their applications are expeditiously 

and efficiently reviewed and that they 
have the opportunity to expand. This is 
language that we have put into the Af-
fordable Care Act so the doors of these 
hospitals can remain open to the sick 
and those who are in neighborhoods 
where access to health care is not 
strong. 

I ask my colleagues to continue to 
push forward on good health care in 
America and to help physician-owned 
hospitals in the way that they should 
be under the Affordable Care Act. 

f 

REMEMBERING MARY EDWARDS 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of a longtime 
friend, Mary Edwards, a State Demo-
cratic executive committeewoman and 
board member for Tarrant County 
Stonewall Democrats. 

Mary was born in Clarksville, a little 
town next to Paris, and moved to Fort 
Worth with her family when she was a 
kid. 

She dedicated her time to helping 
others and making a difference to any-
one she came across. I can personally 
attest to the leadership and activism 
she displayed throughout the years in 
the Fort Worth community, as well as 
when she worked alongside longtime 
former State Representative Lon 
Burnam. 

Mary also served in various roles in 
the community. She was very active in 
the LGBT community and was very 
proud of her work. She was also a 
member of the Communications Work-
ers of America. And she was very ac-
tive in the neighborhood that she lived 
in. 

My heartfelt sympathies goes out to 
her younger brother, Longe, and her 
niece, whom she greatly adored. 

I can tell you, personally, that it is 
going to be sad to go to the Democratic 
meetings and pull up into the parking 
lot and not see Mary’s big red truck 
there. But I can attest to you that 
while Mary was here, on this side, she 
did everything she could to make life 
better for others and truly, truly cared 
for the community. 

f 

MISCONDUCT OF INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL TODD ZINSER, COMMERCE 
DEPARTMENT 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, the U.S. Congress 
relies upon inspectors general, IGs, as a 
key component of the Federal account-
ability community. When IGs them-
selves engage in illegal, unethical, or 
inappropriate behavior, Congress has 
an obligation to investigate them. 

In the last Congress, the Committee 
on Science, Space, and Technology 
launched a bipartisan investigation of 
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